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East Park Academy 
Geography Year 3: Me and my place in our country  

Overview of the Learning: 
In this unit children will develop their Geographical skills and location knowledge about the UK, focusing on The British Isles. Pupils 

will be able to extend their knowledge and  
understanding beyond the local area. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to 

enhance their location and place knowledge.   

Core Aims  
 Children will name and locate countries and cities of the 

United Kingdom and geographical regions.  

 To describe and understand key aspects of physical and 

human Geography.  

 To interpret a range of sources of geographical information, 

including maps, diagrams, globes and aerial photographs.  

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Name and locate countries and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions.  

 To identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers) of the United Kingdom.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a region 
of the United Kingdom.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes to investigate and locate and 
describe features.  

 To use eight point compass, four and six- figure grid 
references, including ordnance survey maps to build their 
knowledge of the UK.   

 To use fieldword to observe, measure, records and present the 
human and physical features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital 
technologies.  

Expectations 
Children can: 

 Name and locate countries and major cities of the UK, geographical regions and their key physical and human characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) and land uses and how these have changed over time.   

 Identify and describe physical and human features of what places are like within the UK. 

 Use atlases, globes. ordnance survey maps and atlases to develop their understanding and position of locations within the UK. 

 Ask geographical questions and investigate answers.  
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 To use appropriate geographical vocabulary, related to topic they are studying.  

 To analysis geographical data and evidence to draw conclusions about the UK.  

 To draw maps and plans, at a range of scales to communicate their geographical understanding. 

 To develop locational awareness, recognising how places fit within a wider geographical context.  

 
 

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To name and locate geographical 
regions - countries, cities and towns of 
the United Kingdom.  

 To use and interpret maps and atlases 
when investigating the UK 

Introduce the children to their new geography topic – Me and my place in our country.    
In talk partners discuss what you already know about our country – The British Isles – record on 
post it note.  
Provide the children with a bank map – using prior knowledge what can they identify?  
Name and locate the countries that make up the British Isles – use Worldwise, maps, and 
atlases to identify them.  
Interactive map 
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/int_map/act_int_exp.html  
How successful were they?  
What are the geographical regions of the United Kingdom?   
What other key geographical facts do they know about each country? – Use Oxford first Atlas.  
Using differentiated maps and for BA Starting letter as a scaffold, children identify the different 
countries that make up The British Isles, identify capital cities, towns surrounding seas, 
interesting fact, Wolverhampton relating to where the children live within England. 
Ask the children; Is there a difference between England, United Kingdom and The British Isles? 
What is it?  
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2011/08/whats-the-difference-between-uk-britain-and-
british-isles/  
What questions would they like to investigate/ learn about the UK?  

 To identify key physical and key 
topographical features and land uses of 
the UK. 

 To use key geographical vocabulary 
when describing places in the UK.  

What is a physical feature?  
What is a topographical feature? (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers)  
Can anyone identify any within the UK?   
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/int_map/act_int_exp.html  
Children identify and map key physical and topographical features of the UK  
Identifying what landscapes are like in different regions within the UK    

 To study the human and physical 
geography of a region of the United 

Over a series of lessons children are to investigate the capital city of each geographical regions 
that make up the British Isles (London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, and Dublin) 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/int_map/act_int_exp.html
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2011/08/whats-the-difference-between-uk-britain-and-british-isles/
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2011/08/whats-the-difference-between-uk-britain-and-british-isles/
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/int_map/act_int_exp.html
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Kingdom.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes to 
investigate and locate and describe 
features.  

 To analysis geographical data and 
evidence to draw conclusions about the 
UK.  

 
 

Begin with – What is a capital city? How is this different to a town?  
Using a range of sources to support their learning pictures, written sources, websites.  
Children can present their learning in a variety of ways – including key physical, human and 
topographical features of each place.  

 City Profile  
 Map with a key  
 Letter to a friend who has never visited that city 
 Fact file  
 Information guide 
 Comparing cities, drawing geographical conclusions from their findings and research, eg 

Belfast/Dublin 
Useful Websites:  
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_passport/scotland/factfile_intro.html  
http://projectbritain.com/  
http://www.projectbritain.com/london/b.html  
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/scotland.htm 

 To use eight point compass, four and 
six- figure grid references, to build my 
knowledge of the UK.   

 To use develop my locational 
knowledge of where I live in relation to 
other cities within the UK.  

 To draw maps and plans, at a range of 
scales to communicate their 
geographical understanding. 

 To use a range of geographical sources 
when investigating.  

Recap with the children their learning about the capital cities over the last few weeks. 
Can they identify and locate where they live on a map of the UK, then the other capital cities.  
How would they travel to these cities if they wanted to experience each city first hand?  
Locate on a map and discuss where they are in relation to Wolverhampton, look at motorways 
and railway networks, airports. 
What is a scale? How far away are each city?  
Using a 8 point compass, ask the children to identify what directions each city are in from where 
we are.  
Differentiation based on maps/resources – Oxford first atlas and Oxford school atlas, Collins 
key start copy master UK atlas, LCP Mapping activities unit 25.  
Children draw conclusions – where they think the furthest city is, how they would travel to each 
city, what direction they are in, calculate the distance between destinations.  

 To understand geographical similarities 
and differences between places in the 
UK 

 To analysis geographical data and 
evidence to draw conclusion about the 
UK.  

The children will identify similarities and differences between regions within the UK.  
Suggested learning opportunities: 

 Climate Graph – EG rainfall over the year for two cities – conclusions linked with 8point 
compass and position of locations 

 Comparisons tables showing data… 

 Compare Scotland and Wales / England and Ireland  

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_passport/scotland/factfile_intro.html
http://projectbritain.com/
http://www.projectbritain.com/london/b.html
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/scotland.htm
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Culture, traditional dress, language, highest peaks, rivers, land use, population, weather, 
tourist attractions (human/physical features)   
  

 To create an information guide for 
tourists.  

 To identify geographical features of a 
specific city 

 To communicate using geographical 
vocabulary.  

Children can lead their own learning by deciding which city of the UK they would like to present.  
Children to gather research on their chosen city and then create a brochure/poster/guide to 
attract visitors to a specific city. 
Recap with the children what a city is. Can they investigate Bridgnorth?- No because it’s a town!   
The children can include all geographical aspects they have learnt about over this term (location 
and position in the UK, key physical, human features, landscape, climate, traditions, food, 
culture)       

- Possibilities for ICT leaflet / PowerPoint presentation to showcase an area. 

 


